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mental development. Doors, windows and various
other parts are already produced by machinery. The
next step is to produce in the same way a complete
kitchen unit, enabling sink, copper, cupboards and so
forth to be fitted into a fixed design, as the parts of a
mass-produced engine are put together. Soon after the
Prince had given his address to the Royal Institute of
British Architects a representative of that body gave
his opinion as to what would be the first move towards
the mass production of houses. It would be " to ask
the British Standards Institution to establish standards
for all building materials, and then to ask the Ministry
of Health to use its influence to see that these standards
are adopted throughout the country." This would mean
an increased importance in the findings of that committee
which was appointed by the Ministry of Health to con-
sider the materials and methods of building flats for
working people of small means.

The committee has heard the evidence of technical
experts and is fully expecting to show that the Prince's
appeal can be speedily realised. The dangers of so
complete a standardisation cannot be overlooked, of
course ; but in the first place, they are far less threatening
in the purely utilitarian field than in the more arable
field of culture; in the second place, the dangers can be
minimised by architects whose imaginations work in
terms of human as well as aesthetic values; and in any
case the dangers of standardised building are as nothing
compared to the insidiously evil influence which must
always threaten the community so long as slums exist.
There is no need to look upon this mass production of
dwellings as being anything more than a temporary
measure, a way of escape.

Before making that appeal to architects the Prince had
already been giving active support to re-housing schemes
in various parts of the country. One of these had been
started by the Leeds Housing Trust, Limited, a public
utility society which had undertaken to build sunshine
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